
Most Beautiful 20 Acres in Boone County!

COUNTRY ESTATE FOR SALE!
Charming lodge-style home sits on top of a hill overlooking
small lake. Very private. Unique, one of a kind property.
Creek wanders through property. Woods, ravines & nature
paths. Home is perfect  for entertaining large  or small
groups,  yet is cozy  and welcoming  for just two.

•  Zionsville, IN  •

www.estate.allonline.com

• 5 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths 

• Porch-sitting 
room/office off master suite 

• Large great room 

• Vaulted ceilings 

• Formal dining room 

• 4 fireplaces 

• Grand entry with 
suspended circular stairs 

• 4-stall barn-concrete 

• Reading–loft library 

• Brick and hickory floors 

No agents. Shown by appointment only.

GARY NANCE DESIGN

317-848-1744
www.securityhomeinspection.com

Choosing a home inspection company shouldn’t be this difficult.

Choose the company that Indiana’s real estate agents 
have trusted for over 21 years.

Choose Security.
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By Jo Ellen Meyers Sharp
Special to IBJ

A Carmel property developer has
received one of the National Arbor Day
Foundation’s highest honors.

Langston Development Co., received
the Building With Trees Award, one of
only five given nationally to developers
in 2005. Langston was selected for its
work at Brookside, a 154-acre commu-
nity of custom homes between 161st and
169th streets near Carey Road in Hamil-
ton County.

The development company knew the
property was special before crews dug
the first hole.

Four years ago, the company hired a
certified arborist to evaluate the trees
and make recommendations for the site
map about location of roads, utility lines
and homes, said owner Jim Langston.
The company wanted to create a com-
munity that was “nestled in nature.”

Brookside, which is in Westfield, Ind.,
has 185 home sites, two miles of walk-
ing trails, six lakes, two parks and 29
acres of open space or common ground.
More than 1,500 trees were preserved in
the development.

Creating such a beautiful place to live
meant more than the average protection
of trees, said Judson Scott, a registered
consulting arborist and president of Vine
& Branch Inc., a Carmel landscape and

tree care company.
It’s unusual for area residential devel-

opers to take such care with trees, Scott
said, because the Midwest is about 15
years to 20 years behind the East and
West coasts in tree preservation.

A massive effort
Scott said Langston went above and

beyond what most developers do, spend-
ing thousands of dollars to preserve
trees, including those that rim the large
lake at Brookside.

The company installed retaining walls
to protect the roots of trees near roads. By
building a retaining wall outside the drip
line of trees you can keep the grade the
same and protect the roots, Scott said.

Sometimes it means digging soil out and
installing the wall and sometimes it means
creating a well with retaining walls around
the trees and building up around them.

Langston also dredged a lake and bol-
stered the sides where trees were located
with wire baskets filled with stone.
These gabion baskets “really support the
trees, especially where soil was being
eroded around the roots,” Scott said.

The result is a wooded lake rather than a
“scorched earth retention pond,” Scott
said. Most builders would have bulldozed
the trees because of the expense, he added.

Langston also had certified arborists
climb trees and prune out damaged

Developer makes trees a focal point at Brookside
Langston’s preservation effort receives more than a hug from National Arbor Day Foundation

Developer Jim Langston preserved more than 1,500 trees when building Brookside,
a 154-acre residential community in Westfield. See TREES page 10B
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Living with trees
Residential areas with an abundance of

trees offer more than aesthetic value:

■ The net cooling effect of a young,
healthy tree is equivalent to 10 room-
size air conditioners operating 20 hours
a day.

■ Trees can boost the market value of a
home by as much as 20 percent.

■ One acre of forest absorbs six tons of
carbon dioxide and puts out four tons of
oxygen—enough to meet the annual
needs of 18 people.

■ If trees were planted in the 200 million
spaces available along city streets, they
would absorb 33 million tons more of
carbon dioxide every year and save $4
billion in energy costs.

■ Trees properly placed around buildings
can reduce air conditioning needs by 30
percent and can save 20 percent to 50
percent in energy used for heating.

■ Commercial retail areas are more attrac-
tive to shoppers, apartments rent more
quickly, tenants stay longer, and space
in a wooded setting is more valuable to
sell or rent.

■ The planting of trees means improved
water quality, resulting in less runoff and
erosion. This allows more recharging of
the ground water supply. Wooded areas
help prevent the transport of sediment
and chemicals into streams

■ Nationally 60 million street trees have
an average value of $525 per tree.

Source: National Arbor Day Foundation
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* DETAILS OF OFFER - Offer ends soon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Frame for bay,  and bow windows excluded from offer. Available only at participating
locations. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. License number available
upon request. “Andersen”, “Renewal by Andersen”, “Fibrex” and the Renewal by Andersen logo are registered trademarks of Andersen Corporation. All other marks where
denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. © 2004 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Renewal by Andersen® window and
door replacement is different and better.
With our exclusive Fibrex® material you get perform-
ance and beauty with every window we make. Fibrex
material is a revolutionary composite that combines
the strength and stability of wood with the 
low-maintenance features of vinyl.

Call us today for a free in-home consultation and see
how we can improve the look and feel of your home.

Presented
by

*
*

We do anything metal...
from building elegant, ornamental designs to restoring the classics.

We Specialize in...
• Ornamental Metal Works

(Rails, Gates, Balconies, 
Stairs, Fences, etc.)

• Metal Fabrication

• Site Amenities
• Metal Sales
• Structural Fabrication
• Electro Static Painting

“If it’s metal,
I bet Blue can do it!”

8215 Zionsville Road
Indianapolis, IN 46268
Phone: (317) 870-8171
Fax: (317) 870-8174
www.bluemetalworks.com

the roots of trees, leading to gradual death.
Langston’s engineers used Scott’s site

map to place the infrastructure improve-
ments, such as storm water, sanitary
sewer and water lines, in areas where
tree disturbance was minimized.

More than 900 trees at Brookside had
trunks with calipers of eight inches or
more, including a 200-year-old swamp
oak and century-old cottonwoods, pin
oaks and walnut trees, Scott said.

Several custom home builders are

involved in the development.
“Most of the builders cooperated, but

there were a few individual problems
which were resolved by educating the
builders” about the importance of pre-
serving the trees, Scott said.

Only one of the preserved trees was lost
in the construction process, Langston said.

Langston said feedback from homebuy-
ers has been very positive and compli-
mentary. The town of Westfield took
notice, too, naming Langston developer of
the year a few years ago, he said.

The National Arbor Day Foundation
started the Building With Trees Award
with the National Association of Home
Builders and Fire-Wise Communities in
1998. The first award was made in 1999,
said Gary Brienzo, communications
manager at the Arbor Day Foundation.

“There’s just so much data and research
about urban sprawl” eating up farmland
and native woodlands, that the groups
wanted to do something to encourage
builders to preserve as much of these envi-
ronments as possible, he said.

“It’s a win-win for everybody,”
because treed lots sell for more and
homeowners desire them, he said.

Entries are reviewed by urban
foresters and developers from through-
out the country.

The foundation encourages develop-
ers and builders to preserve trees
through workshops, such as the Building
Green Conference, held annually. It was
at this conference in September that
Scott and Langston received their award.

Jeff Bargar, awards coordinator for the
foundation, said the foundation also con-
ducts seminars about building with trees
throughout the country at various
builders’ association conferences.• 
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branches along fencerows and trails.
“They did a great job,” Scott said.

Early planning
Tree preservation takes major plan-

ning before construction crews can

begin. At the outset, Scott walked the
Brookside property and determined
which trees were valuable and set up
barriers to keep contractors out of the
tree canopy with equipment or when
storing or staging materials.

Compacting the soil under the canopy of
trees during construction is a bigger dan-
ger than damage to trunks because com-
pacted soil and improper digging can harm

Above: Brookside has more than two miles of wooded walking trails, six lakes, and 29 acres of open space. Below: Retaining
walls were installed throughout the community to protect the roots of trees near roads. 

TREES
Continued from page 8B

To arrange for a free in-home estimate ,

 call us toll-free at
(877) -50 -9221

or visit our showroom

 www. indy renewal. corn
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